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An Innovative Town Gown Partnership:
The Ralph Walker Skating Rink Renovation

= The Situation
= New Haven’s only city-owned arena, the Historic Ralph Walker Skating Rink
(1958), in state of disrepair
= City closes the rink; citizen outcry
= City responds and commits to renovations
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The city is preparing to close the popular Ralph Walker
Skating Rink this winter, to work toward improving the
operation for the future

That's the word from city Chief Administrative Officer Mike
Carter and parks chief Rebecca Bombero.

They said they're waiting to make the final decision until
they receive a report in coming from a consultant with a
plan to repair and upgrade the 1080 State St. ice-skating
rink, which they said lost around $50,000-560,000 last
winter.

Their expectation is that the rink will remain closed for this
winter season while the city issues a request for proposals or qualifications from a new vendor. On Aug. 31
the city ended its contract with the previous private company hired to run the facility, Rink Management
Solutions.

The rink needs “considerable” repairs, according to Bombero. s chillers
have been failing, for instance, and the pump starter is no longer operable.

IMAGE 10F 3 “We could fix it for a couple hundred thousand of dollars,” but it might make
When the news started to spread in recent weeks that the venerable Ralph The current Ralph W 3 and expes e more sense to spend more to modemize it to draw more visitors, Carter
Walkes Skating Rink will not open for the coming winter season, a great said. "A lot of communities are reevaluating their skating rinks. Some are
doing well. Some are not doing well."
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=  The Opportunity
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Connecticut is a “hockey state”

Division | programs: Yale; Quinnipiac; UConn; Sacred Heat

Division Il programs: Trinity; Conn College; Wesleyan; (Post, Dll)

» New Haven Programs: Yale & Quinnipiac, DI and sold out

Competitive high school hockey

Excess demand, limited spaces for capable college hockey players

= Junior hockey after high school; large and expanding presence in mid-
Atlantic, Northeast/New England
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The Ralph Walker Skating Rink Renovation

=  The Opportunity
= Albertus Magnus College, founded in 1925 in “New Haven”
"  More than 90% of students come from CT
= (Catholic, Dominican mission and values call us to be civically engaged as
neighbors within the greater New Haven community
* Looking toward the future: a more vibrant Albertus means more meaningful
engagement in our community

* Enrollment growth (25-30 roster size) and enhanced school spirit
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= Partnership Announced April 4, 2018

=  Board of Alders approval, June 4, 2018 gy ———————

Harp announces Albertus Magnus hockey team plan
for Ralph Walker Rink
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Albertus Magnus College to Launch Varsity Hockey Team
through Unique Partnership with City of New Haven

NEW HAVER < MDE
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INCAA Division Ill Squad to Practice, Play at Renovated Ralph Walker Skating Rink

(New Haven, CT, April 4, 2018) Albertus Magnus College announced today it plal

Ill men's varsity ice hockey program in 2019. Through a unique partnership with {] “
Albertus Falcons home games will be played at what will be a newly renovated R} . ”‘IA
Albertus President Marc M. Camille, Ed.D. and New Haven Mayor Toni Harp mad 1’3'5”6;%
press conference at the College’s Cosgrove Marcus Messer Athletic Center. In 3

Division lIl hockey program to the greater New Haven area, the partnership will of

Hockey opportunities for New Haven children and will help bring back a beloved { MEN'S SPORTS
Ralph Walker Skating Rink, notable for its unique open air design. The rink closed

Albertus Falcons To Skate At Walker Rink

PAUL BASS
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upgraded facility will include a new ice sheet and chiller plant, among other featus

Albertus Magnus College to Launch Varsity Hockey Team through
Unique Partnership with City of New Haven
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" The Partnership:
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City planned renovations; more than $2.5 million

Albertus capital investment to upgrade quality of renovations to
NCAA Division lll requirements and to improve quality of locker
rooms, including building a dedicated Albertus locker room and
coaching space

Albertus provides “anchor tenant” revenue to city (ice time rentals)
Albertus to lead development of Learn to Skate/Youth Hockey
Programs for New Haven children

Albertus branding on Ice, within Building, and Outside (potentially
Roof-top, 1-91 visible)
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= Need for bold vision and imagination
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=  Alook to the future
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Albertus Magnus College has long admired the success of

An Innovative Town Gown Partnership: e 0 2015.2020, NGAA ison 1
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ALBERTUS "HOCKEY
IMAGNUS in Connecticut
CO[[EGE Find out more on Page A7!

The newly renovated Ralph Walker Skating Rink will serve
as the home for Albertus Magnus Falcons ice hockey.
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