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New Research: Dual Enrollment May Have
Unintended Consequences for Students

Half of students who participate in dual enrollment (DE) courses at 2-year colleges choose to
matriculate at 2-year institutions following high school graduation, most of them opting to attend the
same community college that offered their DE experience. For students who aspire to a bachelor's
degree, “staying put” at the same community college can be detrimental to their goals. New
research shows that dual enroliment students who remain at their community college but
aspire to a bachelor’s degree are half as likely to complete a 4-year degree as similar dual
enrollment students who matriculate at a 4-year college.

Dual enrollment as a recruitment tool

Research demonstrates that 75% of institutions offering dual enroliment find these programs to be a
valuable recruiting tool.! Community colleges that use dual enroliment programs as a recruitment
strategy are successful — half of the students who participate in these courses in high school
matriculate at a community college following and over 80% of those students choose the same
community college where they participated in dual enrollment.? It may be beneficial for community
colleges when dual enrollment students stay put at their institution, but policymakers must
consider whether it’s in the best interest of students.

Dual enrollment students may be half as likely to complete degrees on time
New research shows that only one-third of DE students who aspire to earn a bachelor’s degree and

matriculate to a 2-year institution after high school go on to complete their bachelor’s in four years.?
By comparison, community college-based dual enrollment students who move to a 4-year institution
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